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1 PET. 11 1. 
If any Man ſpeak, let him ſpeak a 
4 the Oracles 760 N. | 


Ar. Peter in this Epiſtle com- 
forts the believing Fews, diſperſed 
through the ſevetal Countries of 
_ Pentus, Galatia, Capadocia, A- 
, and Bithinia, making their 
Perſecutions Matter of the greateſt Joy and 1 
Conſolation to them; and mixeth with his | 
Encouragement ſuch Precepts, as were agreea- 
ble to their then perſecuted State; ſuch as Pu- 
rity of Life and Manners, directing further, 
that as every Man had received the Gift, whe- 
ther of God's Grace or providential Diſpenſa- 
tions, ſo we ought to miniſter the ſame one to 
another, as good Stewards of the manifold Grace 
F God; and then it follows, in the Words of 
my Text, F any Man ſpeak, or be called to 
this eminent Office in the Church of Chriſt, 
let him ſpeak as the Oracles of God, | 1 
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In diſcourfing upon which I ſhall werde 
this wy natural and caly Method, | 


7 1 ſhalt 3 aka we are to under: 
ſtand by the Oracles of Gol. 

II. What by Heaking as the Oracles of Gol 

III. I will: conclude with an Application to 
the preſent Occaſion. 


I. I am to conſider what we are to under. 
ſtand by the Oracles of God. Now, by. the 
Oracles of God we are to underſtand the Holy 

Scriptures, the Books of the New as well as 
the Old Teſtament. For though it is not to 
be preſumed the Canon of the New Teſtament 
was finiſhed or ſettled at the Time St. Peter 
wrote this Epiſtle ; or that Copies of the ſe- 
veral Books could be ſo ſoon collected and dil- 
5 for which Reaſon the Apoſtle may well 
ſuppoſed, in this Place, to have princi a 
Eye and Regard to the ancient Jewiſh Scrip- 
tures ; yet, foraſmuch as the. Writings of the A- 
poſtles were dictated and directed by the ſame 
Divine Spirit, and do more directly concern us, 
as Chriſtians; and foraſmuch as ſome of the 
Books of the New Teſtament were publiſhed 
before the Writing of this Epiſtle, and, of 
Conſequence, well Known to the Fewsſþ Con- 
verts, to whom it is directed, we may, and 
ou ght, by the Oracles of God, "underſtand the 
Books of the New, as well as the Old Teſtz- 
ment, the whole Canon of Stripture, _— 
c 
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the Oracles of God; becauſe they .were either 
delivered by the Mouth of God himſelf, or by 
his Prophets, who Teceived their Inſtructions 
and Commiſſions from him, or by his Son 
Jeſus Chrift and his Apoſtles; who have per- 
teted that Revelation of his Will, which God 
was pleaſed to begin ſoon after the F all, and 
continued to en at ſeveral Periods of Time, 
25 would beſt ſuit the Ends of his Providence. 
No Prophecy, faith this very ' Apoſtle, of the 
Scripture 1s of any private Interpretation, or 
rather, of any one's own private Conception, 
for the Prophecy came not of old Time by the 
Will of Man, but holy Men of God, Habe as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt, 2 Pet. i. 20 
21, To which agree —4 Words of St. Paul. 
All Scripture is given by Inſpiration of God, 
and is profitable for Doctrine, for Reprocf, for 
Crreftion, for Inſtruction in Ri ghreonfneſ, 
2 Tim, ii. 16. It is very evident, that by t 
Scriptures, in theſe ſeveral Places, mult be 
meant the Books of the Old Teſtament ; 
but, by Analogy of, Reaſon, they may, and 
ought to be applied to thoſe of the New ; 
they being all of them wrote by the Guid- 
ance and Direction of the ſame Spirit of God, 
with this Advantage to the latter, that what 
was ſhadowed out 72 _ in the Law, and 
obſcurely intimated by the Prophets, is more 
fully declared by the Goſpel, viz. The My- 
ſtery of Man's Redemption, 
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Tyme paſt unto the Fathers by the Prophets, who 
| thoſe, deliyered by Moſes and the Prophets, 


due to that Revelation of his Will, which 


Contempt was nat ſa,much offered to him as 
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I might here take Occalion to obſerve, how 
the Doctrines of Moſes and the Prophets, of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles mutually ſupport and 
illuſtrate each other; but I only take Notice, 
that the Scriptures of the New Teſtament are 
to us Chriſtians as much the Oracles of God, 
as the Writings of Mo/zs and the Prophets 
were to the Jews, It is the ſame God, who 
at ſundry Times, and divers Manners, ſpake in 


"I . 


hath in theſe laſt Days ſpoken unto us by his Son, 
Heb. i. 1. And therefore the ſame, if not 
greater Regard, is to be paid to the Docttines of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles; than was given to 


For, if Attention and Regard were given to 
them, becauſe they ſpake in the Name of God, 
or by a ſpecial Commiſſion from Him, how 
much greater Regard and Attention muſt be 


God has given us by his own Son? who was 
the only Prophet, that ever came into the 
World, that perfectly underſtood the Will of 
his Father. St. Pau! therefore exhorting the 
Theſſalontans, and in them us, to live up to 
thoſe Rules of Holy Living, which were pleal- 
ing to God, and to improye more and more 
in the Duties of Piety and Virtue, as he had 
commanded them by the Direction and Au- 
thority of, the Lord Jeſus, gives them to un- 
derſtand, if they refuſed Obedience, their 
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and exbort you by the Lord Feſus, that as ye 
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24 | 
to God himſelf. We beſeech you, Brethren, 
have received of us, how you ought to walk and 
10 pleaſe God, ſo you would abound more and 
more; for -ye know what Commandments we 
gave you by the Lord Feſus. Fur this is the 
Will of God even your Sant#ification.---=-- He 
therefore that 2 eth, defpiſeth not Man, but 
Cad, obo hath alſo given unto us bis Holy Spi- 
rit, 1 Theſ. iv. 1, 2, 33 8. 

But when I fay, by the Oracles of God, we 
are to underſtand the ' Scriptures of the Old 
and New Teſtament, I would not be thought 
to exclude the Dictates of Reaſon and l 
ence; which are, though in a lower Senſe, to 
be eſteemed the Precepts of God. For whe- 
ther we ſuppoſe thoſe Impreffions of Good 
and Evil, which every Man experiences with- 
in himſelf, and wh:ich the moſf profligate 
cannot wholly ſtifle the Senfe of, to proceed 
from an innate Principle of Virtue, 'or to be 
the Reſult only of Reaſon and Reflection, 
it is all one as to our preſent Purpoſe, 
both the one and the * being to us 
tbe Gift of God. Hence it is that Solomon 5 
calls the Spirit of a Mun the Candle of the 
Lord, Prov. xx. 27. And St. Paul, theſe 
natural Notices the Revelation of God, The 
Wrath of God is revealed from Heaven againſt 
all Ungodlineſs and Unrighteouſneſs of Men.--- 

Becauſe that which may be known of God is 
hani feſt in them; for God has ſhewed prog 
Sls 1» 3.66.5  - HP oem; 
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under ſtood by the Things that are made, ten 


and Order of the Univerſe, have diſcovered 
iſtence of a God, and the Duties of Piet) 


to an invincible Blindneſs or Ignorance, but 


by = 
* 


( 10 ) * bh Te 
them; for the inviſible Things of hint fray the 
Creation of the World are clearly ſeen, being 


bis eternal Power and Godhead, Rom, i, 18, 
19. The Subſtance. of the Apoſtle's Argy. 
ment is, that Men might all along, from the 
Foundation of the World, by a right Uſe of 
their natural Powers in conſidering the Frame 


the Principles of natural Religion, the Ex- 
and Virtue. For God never gave them up 


' manifeſted himſelf to them in his Works of ( 
Creation and Providence. This J obſerve, 
becauſe when God gave us the Light af Re- 
velation, he never intended to deprive us of b 
this natural Light, but to trim, and to im- 
prove it, and to make it ſhine the brighter, 
Revelation makes known to us maty 
Things, which either could not haye been ! 
diſcovered at all, or but yery imperfedtly by : 
the mere Light of natural Reaſon ; bit, be- . 
ing revealed, are perfectly agreeable. to it. a 
There is nothing in the whole Chriſtian Sy- Pa 
ſtem repugnant to the Laws of natural Reaſon 
and Religion; there is a perfect rene and 1 
Agreement between them, as might eaſiſy be g 
ſhewn by an Induction of Particulars, were I 
this a proper Place for it. How much cor- x 
rupted therefore, and degenerated ſoever we 5 
may ſuppoſe human Nature to be in * a 


* 
—B 
State, thoſe Myſticks, who would: at this 
Time repreſent. either Doctrines or Practices 
inconſiſtent with the Principles of Reaſon, as 
the heceſſary Conditions of the Goſpel Cove- 
nant, will, in the End, be found to do as lit- 
tle Service to the Cauſe of Revealed Religion, 
a5 their Brethren the Cynicks of old did to 
that of Natural Religion. Chriſtianity is a 
teaſonable Inſtitution, and Men muſt be per- 
ſuaded to embrace and practice it upon rea- 
ſonable Principles. | 3 
Thus much being ſaid to ſhew, that by the 
Oracles of God, we are to underſtand the ſa- 
cred Scriptures, together with the Dictates of 
Reaſon and Conſcience . in Subordination ta 
to them. I come now, f 
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IIdly, To conſider, what we are to under- 
ſand by ſpeaking as the Oracles of God. In 
theſe Words is compriſed the whole Duty of 
the Chriſtian Orator ; what he is to ſpeak, or 
the ſubject Matter of his Diſcourſe ; this muſt 
be the Oracles of Gd; and how he is to ad- 
dreſs himſelf to his Hearers, and with what 
Authority, viz. as the Oracles of God, i. e. 
with the ſame perſuaſive Eloquence and the 
lame Authority. 5 75 

It the Chriſtian Orator would diſcharge his 
Duty with any Reputation to himſelf or Advan- 
tage to his Hearers, If he would be attended 
to with Pleaſure, ' or prevail upon thoſe that 
hear him to receive his Doctrines, Not as the 
5 Word 


be careful, 
ter of his Diſcourſe be the Oracles of God ; 


any Man pretend to advance any other Doe. 


of the Crime, F any Man preach any other 


every Man may be his own Caſuiſt, it requiring 


of any Man or Body of Men to evacuate. 
They cannot give us new Terms of Salvation, 
or make new Articles of Faith, or alter, 0 


1 
Word of Men, but as the Word of Gad; 


be wal 


7. In the firſt Place, that the fubje& Mat: 


ſome important Article of Religion or Mora: 
lity, that is either expreſly taught, or may, by 
neceſſary conſequence, be deduced from the 
Holy Scriptures ; or is founded on the eternal 
and immutable Laws of right Reaſon, Should 


trines, or teach otherwiſe, whatever his per- 
ſonal Virtues, or other Qualifications may be 
to recommend him, he ought to be ſhunned 
and avoided as a * of the People, Thy 
we, or an Angel from Heaven (were that poſſ- 
ble) preach any other Goſpel unto you (faith St. 
Paul) let him be accurſed, Gal. i. 8. He re- 
peats the Imprecation, to ſhew his Abhorregce 


Goſpel unto you than that ye have recerved, lu 
him be accurſed, v. 9. It is a Caſe, in which 
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no very great Skill or Learning to determine 
the Equity of obeying God rather than Man. 
God: has an antecedent Right to our Obe- 
dience, which no ſubſequent Pawer can can- 
cel or deſtroy. He is the ſupreme Law-giver 
and Governour of the Univerſe ; and he has 
given us a Law; which it is not in the Power 
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diſpenſe with thoſe; already made. Here we 
ace abſolutely bound up, and cannot go beyond 
the Mord of our Great Lord and Maſter, to ſay 
either leſs or more. The utmoſt the chriſtian 
Orator can do in this 95 is to explain, and to 
Uluſtrate, what the Will of God is in the 
Senſe of Scripture, where the Paſſages are dark 
and obſcure, and may be wieſted to wrong „ 
Purpoſes. And thus far our Lord himſelf de- 
clares his own Doctrine 7 7 1 2 
I have not poten of myſelf, lays he, but the 
Father which fon me, he gave me Commandment 
what I Jhould ſay; and what I ſhould ſpeak, and 
I know that his Commandment is Life everlaſt- 
ing, whatſoever” I ſpeak therefore, even as the 
Father ſaid unto me ſo I ſpeak, Jo. Xu. 49, 50. 

Ought not we therefore to * take good Heed 70 
ourſelves, and to our Doftrines; to be very 
careful what we deliver as neceſſary Articles of 
Faith and Manners, and to form all our Diſ- 
courſes to the People by that Model of Doc- 
trine, which has been delivered to us by our 
Saviour and his Apoſtles. IN 

Our Saviour's Sermon on the Mount is a 
brief, but clear; and comprehenſive Expoſition 
of the moral Law. At other Times, he ex- 
og to his Hearers the ancient 2 . 
eginning at Moſes and all the Prophets, he ex- 
pounded unto t in all the Scriptures the 
Things concerning himſelf, Luke xxiv. 27. The 
lame Method was purſued by his Apoſtles : 
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Sometimes they diſcourſed of out Savioark 
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Humiliation and Sufferings ; at other Tim 
of his Exaltation, and Seſſion at the Right. 
hand of God, and his mediatorial Offer; 
and again, at other Times they treated of "the 
Duties of moral Virtue and civil Life, enforc- 
ing what they taught with the Confideration 
of a Judgment to come, and the Rewards and 
Puniſhments conſequent thereupon. St. Paul 
backed his Reaſoning before * Fæliæ of Righte- 
ouſneſs and Temperance, with this Conſideration, 
which ſo ſenfibly affected the Roman Gover- 
nour, that it made him fremble. In his Epil- 
tles, he fays, + He delivered that which be all 
received, how that Chriſt died for our Sins, and 
roſe again according to the Scriptures : And 1 
entered into Heaven itſelf, now to appear in ibe 
Preſence of God for us. And his Directions to 
Timothy concerning the paſtoral Office ate 
chiefly of the Duties of civil Life, ſaying, 
Theſe Things teach and exhort; and if an 
Man conſent not unto ' wholeſome Wards, ever 
the Words of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to the 
Doctrine, whichis according to Godlineſs,------ 
from ſuch withdraw thyſelf, 1 Tim. vi. 2, 3, 5. 
Now, I preſume, when the fame Doctrines 
are taught in our Churches, when we open to 
our Congregations the Scriptures, and prove 
from Moſes and all the Prophets, That Fefus 1s 
the Chrift ; when, in purſuance, of our Savi- 
our's own Method, and after the Example of 
2 g Acts xxiv. 25. 11 Cor. . 3.4.—Heb ix. 24. 115 
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645 
his Apoſtles, we endeavour to perſuade and ta 
convince thoſe, committed to our Charge, t 
the Neceflity of living“ ſaberly, righteouſly, 
and godly, in this preſent World, looking for the 
bleſſed Hope, and 5 glorious appearing of the 
reat God, and our Saviour Feſus Chriſt, When 
theſe Doctrines, I fay, are taught and enforced 
in our Churches, I preſume, Chriſt, and his 
Doctrine, is truly preached among us, though 
we may not fall in with the particular Hu-, 
mours and Fancies of every Empirick in The- 
ology. YH MOON 225 A 
Thi fundamental Truths of Chriftianity, 
and the common Precepts of Morality, are 
Doctrines always neceſſary, always feaſonable ; 
and are, at this Time, made more ſo, by the 
ſecret Endeavours of ſome to pervert the Faith, 
and the more open Profaneneſs and ſcandalous 
Licentiouſneſs of others, who call themſelves 
Chriſtians, Whilſt theſe Things are known 
to be in us, and to abound, theſe principal 
Duties of Religion ought never to give Place to 
+ Queſtions and Strifes of Words; ſuch as be 
thoſe of Juſtification and Regeneration, which 
profit not, ſave only & to the Subverfion of the 
Hearers, | 
It is true, the Doctrine of Juſtification, if 
tightly ſtated and underſtood, is to be admit- 
ted as a m- profitable Doctrine, but as moſt 
commonly managed, is deſtructive to true Re- 
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ligian, 


but as alſo implying that Obedience, which is 


rits and Death of Chriſt, as the formal Cauſe ; 
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gion. For, though it be true in th 


Propoſition, that WE, are juſtified by 51 or 


by Faith alone, yet it ma are & falſe in the par. 
ticular Explication. Faith is a Term of 

Latitude; ſometimes it is put for the Ac of 
believing and in that Senſe is inferior to many 
other Chriſtian Graces and Virtues ; and ſome. 
times 'tis put for the Whole of our * Chriſtian 
Duty; not barely for the Act of beli 


the genuine Fruit of our Faith: And, in this 
Senſe, it may be ſaid, though improperly, to 
juſtify. Truly, and properly ſpeaking, we arg 
juſtified in the Sight of God, only by the Me- 
and our Faith and Obedience are theConditions 
upon, which that Act of Grace and Mercy l 
conveyed, and made over to us, 

This is evidently the true Notion of rg 
in the Work of Juſtification, in the Senſg 6 
our Church, which teacheth us in her Homi- 
lies, ** That the right and true Faith is not 
* only to believe that "bol Scripture, and all 
ve the aforeſaid — of our Faith are true, 
te but alſo to have a' ſhre Truſt and Confidence 
in God's merciful Promiſes, to be faved 
f* from everlaſting Damnation by Chriſt, 
'* whereof doth follow g loving Heart 10 they 
te his Commandments.” And then it follows * 


n after, © How can a Man have this ſure 


* Truſt and Canfidence in God, that by the 


25 arg > of Faith, * i. 593 e 
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« Merits of Chriſt his Sins are forgiven, and 
« he reconciled to the Favour of God, and to- 
« be Partaker of the Kin of Heaven by 
« Chriſt, when he liveth ungodly, and'denieth 
« Chriſt in his Deeds.” Inſtead of which, 
we have been taught to deſcribe the true Chri- 
ſtian Faith to be only © a ſure Truſt and 
% Confidence in God's merciful Promiſes to 
ebe faved from everlaſting Damnation by 
« Chriſt ;” or © a ſure Truſt and Confidence, 
* that our Sins are forgiven, and we reconcil- 
* ed to the Favour of God.” Is this dealing 
ingenuouſly or fairly by the Homilies ? By the 
ame Means, not only the. Homilies, but the 
Holy Scriptures, may be brought to aſſert any 
Thing, and, of conſequenee, to. prove nothing. 
This is to pervert the Rule of Faith, and to 
make it patroniſe the moſt dangerous and de- 
ſtructive Errors, | od | | 
The Doctrine of Regeneration, if rightly - 
explained and underſtood, is alſo a true —_— 
ture Doctrine, nevertheleſs may be falſe in the 
Explication, and deſtructive of Religion. + Ex- 
cht a Man, ſays our Saviour to Nicodemus, be 
birn again he cannot enter into the Kingdom of 
Cad, which he explains by being born again of 
Water and of the Spirit ; i. e. by being ba 
tiled, Here is ſet forth the Neceſſity and the 
Benefit of Baptiſm : Every one, that is rightly- 
and duly baptiſed, doth not only receive the 


Mr. P/er;'s Viſitation Sermon, | at Seven-Oals May 
75 1743. + Joha iu 3, 4. preached 4 , 
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tending the new Birth, and inſeperable from it 
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(48) Fe. 
outward Ordinance, but the inward and . 
tual Grace annexed. to it; though he may not 
perceive any ſenſible Operation of the Spitit of 
God upon him. I deny not, but at ſome 
Times, and upon ſome Occaſions, the Opera. 
tion of God's Holy Spirit has been ſuch Upon 
the Minds of ſome Men, that they could not 
but perceive they were ſgcretly and ſtrongly 
importuned by a Divine Impulſe. But theſe 
extraordinary Impreſſions of the Divine Spirit 
are no where ſet forth as the ordinary Priyi. 
leges of every Chriſtian, or as neceſſarily at- 


The only ſcriptural Account of the new Birth 
is, that at our Baptiſm we have divine Prin- 


ciples of Virtue ſuper-added to our natura 


Powers, which we ought to cultivate and im- 
prove to the utmoſt Degree of Perfection, which 
our Natures are capable of throughout the 


whole Courſe of our Lives; and he, who does 


fincerely endeavour to do this, is regenerate ot 
born again; tho' he perceive not the: Holy 
Ghoſt working in him after any ſenſible of ex. 


traordinary Manner. 


This Doctrine of the Holy Ghoſt, ſenfibly 
working in the regenerate, is manifeſtly calcu-· 
lated to ſerve the crafty Ends of its Abettors to 
the great Prejudice of Chriſtianity, When 
once Men of lively and cheerful Diſpoſitions 
come to be tinctured with this Leven, they 


fancy themſelves to have an indefeaſible Title 


to the Kingdom of Heaven, tho' they allow 
h rr RED them- 
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themſelves in the vileſt Abominations, and the 
worſt of Sins. On the other Hand, Men of 
low Spirits and melancholy Diſpoſitions, when 
poſſeſſed of the ſame Principles, notwithſtand- 
ing all their Endeavours atter a Life of _ 
and ſtrict Virtue, are apt to be thrown into Del- 
pair, to look upon themſelves as deſtitute of the 
Grace of God, becauſe they experience not a- 
ny ſenſible Operation of the Spirit of God up- 
on their Minds. AE BOSE ee 8. 

proceed now to another Qualification, ne- 
ceſſary in every Preacher of the Word of God; 
imply'd in theſe Words; And that is 

2dly, Eloquence. It is an Obſervation of 
an ancient Orator to be well weighed and con- 
ſdered by every Chriſtian Preacher, That 
* an Orator ought ſo to ſpeak, as not only to 
* teach and inſtruct, but alſo to delight and 
* move.” And the Apoſtle's Direction to the 
Chriſtian Orator, is, in the Words of the Text; 
If any Man ſpeak, let him ſpeak as the Oracles of 
Cod, or after the Model of their true and perſua- 
live Eloquence. Tt ought to be the Preacher's ut- 
moſt Care and Endeavour, by plain and folid Rea- 
ſoning, to convince the Underſtanding, and by 
dweetneſs and Dexterity of Addreſs, to ſubdue 
the Aﬀections of his Hearers, ſo leading them 
captive to the Obedience of Faith. Not that I 
think it neceſſary for every Preacher to come 


Aug. de Doctrin. Chriſt. Lib. 4. Cap. 16. Dice gui- 
un Eloquens, & verum dixit, ita dave debere — ut do- 


cat, ut deleftet, ut fletet, © 


up 


| ' IN n 
| ( 20) 8 E 

up to the Perfection of the ancient O²Ʒü¶˖ö 
lower Degrees of Eloquenee will ſerve; pro- 
vided a decent Regard be had to the common 
Rules of Oratory, viz; ©, To ſpeak. nothing 
| cold or languid, nothing blunt, nothing inde- 
| e cent or unbecoming.” But there is a grave 
and manly Eloquence, which no one can fail 
| of, who diligently ſtudies the Holy, Scriptures, 
| For there the Subject is not = t and 
ſublime, but the Diction alſo is awtul, ſolemn, 
beautiful, agreeable to the, Dignity of the in- 
ſpired Authors, becoming both themſelves ang 
eir Subject. Thus the Dodtrine of Chrilt' 
Seſſion at the Right-hand of God is delivered 

in all its majeſtick Circumſtances} and happy 
Conſequences, in a Language, far exalted above 
all the Flights of human Eloquenee. -;1.Pet; 
iti. 22. Who is gone into Heaven, and is ſet at 

' © tbe Right-hand of God, Angels, and Authorities 
and Powers being made ſubject unto him. The 
ame Doctrine is delivered with i greater 
Beauty and Advantage. Heb. i. 3. Who beng 
the Brightneſs of bis Father's Glory, and tht 
expreſs Image of his Perſon, upholding all Thing: 
the Word of his Power, after he had by hin. 

; If purged our Sins, ſat down on the Right-band 
4 of the Majeſty on high: Or, as it is in Chap. 
"i viii, ver. 1. On the Rig bi- hand of the Throne of 
the Majeſty in the Heavens; where he eben 
liveth to make Interceſſion for us. Chap. vil 
ver. 25. being alſo willing and able to ſave le 
the uttermoſt, all that come unto the F _ in us 
| 346 ame, 
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ame; or through him. Having tberęfure, my , 
e theſe Promiſet, let. us. cleanſe. our eh. 
from all Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, per fecting 
Holineſs in the Fear of God, 2 Cor. vii, 1. 
To theſe Inſtances many more might be ad- 
ded, to ſhew that they, who. are converſant in 
the Study of the ſacred Writings, and are well 
verſed in the Phraſe and Senſe of the Scripures, 
and know how to make a proper Uſe and Ap- 
plication of them, can never. want true Elo- 
quence to recommend their Diſcourſes to their 
Hearers. But why need I multiply Authorities 


w 


ELSE ESESSES5 = 


iſt's before you, my Brethren? Nevertheleſs St. 
red Pauls Defence ot himſelf before King Agrippa, 
py Al xxvi. is ſuch a Maſterpiece of Rloquence, 
ove 35 is not to be equalled in all the Orators of 
Pet; Greece or Rome, and therefore ought not to be 
* paſſed by unregarded. How complaiſant, 


how polite is his Addreſs to the King? I think 
myſelf happy, King Agrippa, &c, v. 2. When 
gring an Account of his Principles and Con- 
duct, Feftus cried out, Paul, thou art beſide thy 
ff, much Learning dath. make thee mad, v. 24. 
How modeſt, how diſcreet; how graceful is his 
Anſwer? J am not mad, moſt noble Feſtus, but 
ſpeak forth the Words of Truth and Soberneſs, 
or of Soundneſs of Mind. Which, having thus. 
lad, with what Dexterity does he reſume his 
Subjet, and with what engaging Eloquence 
does he appeal to the King? For the + King 
knoweth of theſe Things - — King Agrippa, be- 
heveſt thou the. Prophets ? J know that thou be 
DJ mort lieyeh, 


= 
— 
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lieve, v. 26; 27. When the King, cha 1 of 


to God, that not only thou, but alſo all that bea: 
me this Day, were both almoſt, and altogethy 
jucb as I am, except theſe Bonds, v. 29. It 5 


ers ſtrong Impreſſions of his Innocence, at 


to ſhew, by 


ing by the Word of God. Rom. x. 17. 
muſt be ſome to teach, as well as others to * 


(22) 


with his Eloquence, and Addreſs, and convinced 
by his. Arguments, faid unto Paul, Almoſt thay 
Per ſuadeſt me to be a Cbriſtian; how gentech 
does he put a Period to his Diſcourſe ? I n 


a grand Paſſage of good Senſe and Eloquence, 
ſuch as muſt leave upon the Minds of his Hear. 


leaſt the moſt tender Sentiments in his Favour, 
In ſhort, would we ſtudy the true Oratory 
of the Pulpit, we have, in the ſacred Pages, 
ſufficient Matter, both for our Inſtruction and 
for our Example ; but it is Time that I haſte 


| 3dly, That Authority, as well as Abilities, 
is neceſſary in a Preacher. It is not ſufficient, 
that we preach the true Scripture Doctrine; 
only with Plaineſs and Perſpicuity, and with 
ſufficient Eloquence, but Authority muſt be 
added, to enforce what we ſay upon the Minds 
and Conſciences of our Hearers. Without 
this, the pureſt Doctrines, joined with the 
molt perſuafive Eloquence, are only private Ad- 
monitions ; and have not that Force and Effi- 
cacy, as when delivered by thoſe, whom Got 
has ordained, and ſet apart to this Office. Faith, 
faith the Apoſtle, cometh by hearing, and hear- 


1 235 

If all were Teachers, where would be the 
Hearers? and were all Hearers, where would 
be the Teachers? Fhus the Apoſtle put the 
Queſtion, Are all Apoſtles, are all Prophets, 
are all Teachers? 1 Cor. xii. 29. No, God has 
{ theſe in their ſeveral Orders and Stations. 
Theſe are Offices, which all Perſons have not 
Abilities to diſcharge, and which no Man, let 
his Abilities be what they will, ought to uſurp 
or take upon himſelf, before he lawfully 
called and ſent, | 2 
The Office of a Preacher is great; and 
therefore not to be uſurped by every Pretender; 
js holy, and therefore not to be exerciſed by a- 
ny, but thoſe, who are ordained and ſet apart 
to it. Accordingly, we may obſerve our Sa- 
viour, though the Son of God, did not enter 
upon any Part of his prophetic Office, before 
he was ſolemnly inaugurated thereto by the 
Hands of John the Baptiſt ; when God, in an 
awful Manner, declared, This is my beloved Son, 
bear ve bim, Matt, xvii. 5. thereby giving him 
full Power and Authority to make and publiſh 
his Will to Mankind, and to appoint and ſet 
apart others to the ſame Office, This ap 

further from his Commiſſion to the Apoſtles ; 
4s my Father hath ſent me, ſo ſend T you, John 
XX. 21. And, lo! Tamwith you always even un- 
to the End of the World, Matt. xxviii. 20, The 
Apoſtles have been dead many Ages ; our Sa- 
your therefore could not be with them unto 
the End of the World ; but the Promiſe be- 
D 2: ' ing 
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| (24) 
ing made to them, and to their Succeffors, o 
to that Order of Men, which they a 
N to this Office, he is, and will be wWith 
them, bleſſing and giving Succeſs to their La- 


dours always even to the laſt Period of Time. 


In what Hands this Power of ordaining o, 
thers to the miniſterial Office is veſted, is 
Subject foreign to my preſent Purpoſe. 
only obſerve, it was lodged originally by our 
Saviour in his Apoſtles, "Whether they conti. 
nued it to the Biſhop only, or to the Biſhop 
and his Preſbyters jointly, or whether the 
Office of Biſhop and Preſbyter be not one 
and the fame in their original Inſtitution, ! 
ſhall not diſcuſs ; but this, I ſay, the Apoſtles, 
by Virtue of their Commiſſion, having a Pow- 
er given them, excluſive of all others, of or. 
daining Miniſters in the Church of Chriſt, no 
= Man, or Order of Men, can have any 

ower of ordaining, but what is derived from 
Apoſtolical Authority, without which, no Man 
ought to intermeddle in Things ſacred. This 
has been the Doctrine of the Church in al 
Ages; and the Reaſons, upon which it is e- 


ſtabliſhed, are too weighty to be neglected. 


For though God be obliged to make good his 

own Covenant, and to bleſs his own Inſtitutions, 
yet, if Men heap up to themſelves Teachers having 
ztching Ears, and others boldly and preſumptu- 
ouſly thruſt themſelves into the miniſterial Of- 
fice in Oppoſition to the Authority, which he 
has appointed, he is by no Means obliged to 
Fa Tf IT ITY - - Tg 42” TOuM cop; 


(.25 
confirm their Megal 'Minjſtrations. In this 
Caſe he may very well remonſtrate with them 
in the Words of the Prophet, Wo has re- 
quired this at your Hands ? Tſai. i. 12. Such 
Men contract great Guilt by their Preſumpti- 
on, and their Adherents are Partakers with 
them, To obey is better than ſacrifice, and to 
hearken than the Fur of Rams, faith the Pro- 
phet, 1 Sam. xv. 22. It is better to be con- 
tent to be an humble Hearer in the Houſe of 
God, than to preach or exerciſe any miniſte- 
tal Act without Authority. 

Were this Office left indiſtinctly to the Peg. 
ple, to every one, who had Confidence and 
Aſſurance to ſet up for a Teacher, of othe 
nothing but Diforder and Contuſion wo 
follow in the Church of Chriſt: There 
might then be as many Teachers, as Perſons, ' 
in a Congregation ; for no one having more a 
Right to ſpeak than another, every one might 
chm an equal Share in the publick Mini- 
trations. But ſure ſuch a State as this can ne- 
yer be the Ordinance of that God, who is 
not * a God of Confufton, but of Peace and 
Order in all the Charches of the Saints. 

St, Paul, Chap. iv. repreſents a ſtanding 
Miniſtry as a divine Inſtitution and Gift of 
God to his Church upon the Deſcent of the 
Holy Ghoſt ; He gave ſome Apoſtles, ſame Pro- 
pets, ſome Evangel ils and Teachers, And 


* 1 Cor. iv. 33. 
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- Son of God, unto a perfett Man, unto th 


on Corab and his Company 
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the common Edification of Believers requires 
the Continuation of it through all Ages, as the 
fame Apoſtle intimates in the following Ver. 


5 ; For the perfecting of the Saints, For the 


ork of the . for the edifying of the 
Body of Chriſt, till we all come in the Un. 
ty — the Faith, and of the Knowledge bf the 


Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs of Chriſt, 
v. 11, 12, 13. Now it a ſtanding Miniſtry be 
the Gift of God to his Church, of how pto- 
fane and ſacrilegious an Act muſt they be guil. 


ty, who would take the Diftribution of it out - 


of their Hands, or, which is all one, out of 
thoſe Hands, in which he has laced it, and 
either raſhly take it upon themſelves, or put it 
into the Hands of others, to whom he has not 
ren it. 
5 The Guilt, contracted by ſuch facrilegious 
Attempts, we may collect from the Puniſh- 
ments threatened and executed upon Offen- 
ders in this Kind under the Law, as up- 
It is true, 
fome Allowances muſt 'made for the 
Severity of that Diſpenſation ; and God may 
have ſpecial Reaſons, though to us N 
why he does not execute June 4 Ry 


upon ſuch Delinquents; never 
is coming, wherein every one nel th give , 


juſt Account of his Actions; when the * 


ſent h of ſuch Sinners will ſerve on- y 


” it 1 
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to * treafure up to themſelves Wrath again 
Day of Wrath, and Revelation of the wh 
teous Judgment of God, ST: 


Laſtly, Let us now, by Way of Application 
on the preſent Occaſion, draw an uſeful In- 
ference or two from the whole. And it ; In 
the firſt Place, let us, my Reverend Brethren, 
make the Holy Scriptures our chicf Study 
and Delight; that, as they contain the whole 
of our Chriſtian Duty, ſo we may be though- 

informed in that Duty, may be able to 
et it in a clear Light to others, and de- 
fend it againſt all Oppoſers. The Apoſtle's 
Advice is, to be + ready to give an Anſwer 
to every one, that aſe. a Reaſon of the 
Hope, that 1s in him, The Exhortation is 
general, but does — oblige Chriſtian 
Preachers in particular, He can be but a 
very ſorry Advocate for his Religion, that 
ein produce no rational Argument in Defence 
of it; and as ſorry a Preacher, who is ig- 
norant in its firſt Rudiments. With what 
Face can he ſet up for a Teacher of the Word 
of God, who does himſelf ſtand in Need of 
one to teach him; -what is the Hope of the 
alling in God, and what the Riches of his 
Grace in Chriſt Jeſus? An ignorant and un- 
Kilful Advocate does more Diſſervice to the 
dauſe of Religion, than the open Attacks, or 


Rom. ii. 5. 1 Pet. iii. 15. 1 0 
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the ſecret Artifices of its Enemies, It bh 


are brought to confirm any important Point 


Truth and Righteouſneſs, which is the 


| Blind; and if the blind lead the blind, how 


to be thoroughly inſtructed in the Know- 


into the Way of Truth and of Righteouſneſs; 


of 4 4 * 6, 
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the Buſineſs of an Adverſary to, conſider 
juſt Merits. of a Cauſe, but what is faid in 
Defence of it. When, therefore, Argument 


of Doctrine, that are either inconcluſivey or if 
concluſive, are not ſet in their pro 1 * 
or have not their juſt Force given theme b 
the Pleader and his Cauſe, become the juſt 
Object of Contempt and Ridicule. 7 4 
Our Saviour calls his Apoſtles the * Light 
of the World, which is, or ought; to be true; 
of all Chriſtian Preachers, with Reſpect to 
their Superior Knowledge and Virtue, and 
the Nature of their paſtoral Office, which is 
to guide and direct others in the * of 


that lJeadeth unto everlaſting Life., If 
Light then that is in us be Darkneſs; bow 
great is that Darkneſs? We ſhall' then F 
but blind Guides; + blind Leaders of. th 


ſhould they but both fall into the Ditch ? 80 
neceſſary is it for every Chriſtian Preacher 


ledge of God, and of his Laws, that he 


might be able to inſtruct: the ignorant, con- 
firm the weak, and bring ſuch as be in Error 


„Matr. v. 14. I Matt. vi. 26. $ Matt. xv. mer 
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that ſo, both Preachers, and Hearers, may be 
fayed in the Day of the Lord, 


Laſtly, My Advice to all is, That as there 
are many falſe Prophets gone out into the World, 
kt us, as the Apoſtle dictates, try the Spirits, 
whether they be of God ; whether what 
deliver, as the Oracles of God, be agreeable to 
the Principles of Reaſon, and the Doctrines of 
the divinely-1nſpired Writers. If they ſpeak 
not according to them, it is, becauſe there is 
no Truth in them. If what they advance be 
contrary to any known Principles of natural 
Reaſon or Religion, that is a Reaſon ſufficient 
why it ought to be rej ; if contrary ta 
ary Principles of Divine Revelation, it muſt 
be falſe, becauſe contrary to the Word of God; 
eyery Article of which muſt be true, becauſe. 
God is true ; and of conſequence of equal 
Obligation, When therefore, further, any 
Doctrines are advanced, or Duties recommend- 
d, in Oppoſition to, or in Neglect of others, 
uch Doctrines and Duties are inconſiſtent with 
Chriſtianity, and deſtructive of it. By having 
frequent Recourſe to theſe Rules, we ſhall ea- 
ily diſtinguiſh the true Chriſtian Doctrines 
tom the falſe and ſuppoſititious. 

Our Saviour exhorts the Fews-to + examine 
tbe Scriptures, as the Means of diſcovering the 
Truth of his Doctrine; and St. Luke com- 
nends the Bereans, becauſe they & ſearched the 


Jo. iy. 1. Jo. v. 39, 5 Ads xvii. 11. 
E Scrip- 


( 39) 
Scriptures daily, to ſee whether thoſe Things, 
that were taught them, were ſo, or not. Let 
us go, and do likewiſe, Let us examine what 
we hear; comparing ſpiritual Things with gi. 
ritual; comparing and trying the Doctrines oſ 
particular Teachers, eſpecially ſuch of them; x 
pretend to greater Sanctity of Manners, and 
more refined Purity of Devotion, and di. 
ſtinguiſh themſelves by ſome. paculiar Titles 
of Grace and Favour, which they are fond to 
affect. Let every Man's Doctrine, I ſay, eſ- 
pecially ſuch a Perſon's, be carefully examined 
and compared with the ſincere Word of God; 
ſo ſhall we not only hear, but well digeſt 
what we hear; and in doing this, we hall 
throw off all, that is adventitious or unſound 
Matter, and retain only that, which will yield 
true Nouriſhment to our Souls through je- 
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ſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


